
 TRADITION TWO (first two paragraphs) 

 “For  our  group  purpose  there  is  but  one  ultimate  authority—a  loving 
 God  as  He  may  express  Himself  in  our  group  conscience.  Our  leaders 
 are but trusted servants; they do not govern.” 

 In  Narcotics  Anonymous,  we  are  concerned  with  protecting 
 ourselves  from  ourselves.  Our  Second  Tradition  is  an 
 example  of  this.  By  nature,  we  are  strong-willed,  self-centered 
 people,  who  are  thrust  together  in  N.A.  We  are  mismanagers 
 and  not  one  of  us  is  capable  of  consistently  making  good 
 decisions. 

 In  Narcotics  Anonymous,  we  rely  on  a  loving  God  as  He 
 expresses  Himself  in  our  group  conscience,  rather  than  on 
 personal  opinion  or  ego.  By  working  the  steps,  we  learn  to 
 depend  on  a  Power  greater  than  ourselves,  and  to  use  this 
 Power  for  our  group  purposes.  We  must  be  constantly  on 
 guard  that  our  decisions  are  truly  an  expression  of  God’s  will. 
 There  is  often  a  vast  difference  between  group  conscience 
 and  group  opinion,  as  dictated  by  powerful  personalities  or 
 popularity.  Some  of  our  most  painful  growing  experiences 
 have  come  as  a  result  of  decisions  made  in  the  name  of 
 group  conscience.  True  spiritual  principles  are  never  in 
 conflict;  they  complement  each  other.  The  spiritual  conscience 
 of a group will never contradict any of our Traditions 


